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siprnfure, pemaing totl’\v une
of the most notable failures
of the war.

“This s the view expressed
by many senior nembers, of
the U5, t'stab'whmmt here,

“ipometimes in the boldest
possible lerms, *1t's & lotey
failure,” one  fop-echelon
American said loudly at a
receptmn the other night..

Despite the recognized ine
- portance to the Ralgon gov-
“ernment’s future of elipi-
nating the Vietcong's clan-

N destine poltica) apps ratus, it
15 apparently no longer (on-
“sidered an achievable goal.

The Vieteony inufrastfues
. ture consists of ene;my
agants respmxcﬂ}b for re-
cruitlng, collecting  taxes,
apreading propaganda, Difils
trating - legitimatd groaps .
‘and  generally undgrmining
~government influcnce. The
“endre of ahout 70,000 called

‘Is are homegrewn and
&eep‘ls roofed, |

.~ This summcr tho US. aud .

‘{‘

Okla, M!m.
%nte‘n(*ed
Chdd ‘Sal‘

JACqul' 1L, /o fa,
Pec.. 13" (UPI-A; Ok]a-
" homa Bay Scoul lefder was
“gentenced fo 15

* .prison today aftey pleading
guilty to charges _i attempt-

Y

;l

ear last mﬁnth

William 0_'1 ara, 37, of
‘Oklashoma C LY, . cpleaded
Cguility befer iminal

Le~Court Judge [Everett Rich-
. ardson. ‘The maxithum Een-
“tence for flempted child
»seuin is fivg years.
i ara whs arrested Nov.
BT at‘;erh attempted to sell
‘thé childgen to a Jackson-
- vllle couglle who notiﬁed po-
““{ice. Thf childien, Teresa
+0ox, 3,/and her 2year-old
: Bobert,  have. re-
An 2 shate juvenile
| heie gluce Oﬂmu
wstu!
. Dorothy Mae Cox,
hildren's mnlhor. r.on-

3

zmolhm nmn, Robcrt
Bstcnhaver, 22, of Qula-
v npme City, to take 1hennl.

s ntver going to turn their
said an

own  people in”
Awncrican with many years
of expericpee in Vietnam,
“apd they cerfainly won't
ske sides pelitically until
the outcome of ihe war is
shiolutely elear”

“Survival (in South Viet-
nam) has often egnt dnd
lnrgely =till means sitting on
the fence” explained one
young official,

Advisers Withdrawn

Tor some months now,

Amerfean military advisers
to the program have been
gradually
cially as part of the averall
phaseout. A small comple-

maent of men from the Cen-

tral Intelligence Agency w1ﬂ
re main,

"Rit considering the fiic

pertance aifached to Phoe-
nix us recently as a year ago

and the fact that only a few

hundred Americans were in-
velved even at the peak, the
puitout at this stage is seen
by muny guservers as ay &-
migsion that there is simply
very little more that can be
dene,

“The !nllitary didn’t know
how to advise the program
and ‘the Vietnamese didn't
want to learn,” sajd an Amex-
jcan - civilian who h
watehed Phoenix closely.

Official
figures show that about
20,000 agents are “neutral-
ized” (killed, captured or
rzllied to the government
side) each year. But Ameri-

cans acknowledge that prac--

tically all of this probably
inflated figure were low-
level village and hamlet o(}i-
eratives and the basic lead-
ersaip still rewains,

A tery small percentage

of even these are killed or
captured because Phoenix
intelligence ferreted them

qut. What usually happensis

that persons rounded up in
routine military opeorations
are subsequently listed as
VCIs.

“Statlstics show that for
every ohe ncutralization of
a previoysly identified VCI
we are néuiralizing  four
th#t were not  previously
l(lthufled," the sendor Amer-
fean adviser in Binbduong
Provinee wrote recently.

Phoenix (dnown properly

24 Raodirol 8 SR cobbi7 Bt AIZAD 0k

‘withdrawn, offi-

has.

© Vietnamization.

Agents were to he identi-
{ied, apprnhcndorl and pun-
ished by focal autliorities,

Wayr critics in the United
States promplly nltacked
Phoenix as a counterterror
organization, utilizing assas-
sination and torture as its
principal tools. Periodically,

‘ ‘there were reports on such

abuses.
© “Ihese reports, along with
ihe cloak and dagger aura of
CJA involvement and spe-
cially trained and paid Viet-
namese - agénts  known a8

. PPU (provincial reconnatss-

‘ance units), gave the pro.
‘gram a &lnister reputation
_that overshallowed its con-
“tinuing inability to accom-
plish the job it had been as-
signed.
" tthe most Jmportant
fhing. dbout "Phoénix,”. one
official commeunted early in
1970, “is that 1(; is not work-
ing W

. \

Reason For Trouble .. .

One reason freguently of-
fered for Phoenix's troubles
ig that it involves an ex-
tracrdinarily c¢omplex mesh-
ing of information and per-
sonnel {rom any number of
Vietnamese military, para-
military and clvilian groups.

. Leadership is nominally
vested in the national police
and its elite special branch.
In fact, the military often
predominates. The interest -
and personality of the prov-
ince chiefs and their princi-
pnll atdes are also instrumen-
ta ’

Information 15 gleaned
from a variety of sources.
jncluding - armed sources

- ganda teams, revolutionary

development  cadre and.
plain villagers. The data is
collected and maintained at
district and province intelli-
genee and interrogation con-
ters.

Raids are entrusted to the’
PRU, the ClIA-sponsored
squads who arc the action
arm of Phoonix. Sometimes
militia units and the police
are alsn involved. Ameriean
helicopters are used . fre-
quenlly to ferry the PRU.
‘Undiseiplined Country’

In cases where wanted
VCIs are appreheunded,
trials are conducied by prov-
incial. - security  councils,
made up af the province

.

‘v’ict _elficlaly bu"d) ‘has beep in Juul fe ever t‘ o ‘:"}'}:!é’\‘! chief se}:
ded ta olivr banuties a5 from (he start. 1§ wes drawn, eets.
- bigho oas $1L0% for high up by the CTA as a “system- In practice, au this turns
ragkiop VOIS, Theplan wos  alic effort at intelligence co- ~ out to be & hibgbazard huyi
“Rever earTled ot sourees  ordinaiton and exploitation”  ness. Among o other (hings,
ra'd, heeabee it wa rﬂanrmla' e & way to prevert cumsy  officinls said, speels fre-
that it woyldn'l » m-k overlap. ]t was torned over  quently bribe {heir way out,
“The Vietnamese are to (he Victnamese in 1968, province and polive officials |

misuge their authority {o
scttle grievances and inno-
cent people are jailed or
worse, :

In Angiang, the country’s
most pacified province, &
man - was reccutly tron-
cheoned to death before it
" was discovered that he had,
been picked up by mistake.
The killer was an enlisted
man in the militia assigneg!
to the local inteliigence-
unit. ‘

The case was reported in;
the Vietnamese press and’
.. informed U.S. sources said a
sergeant had acted on his
own without authority and’
would bé tried later. |

How many of these inei-
dents go' undiscovered is
anybody's guess, “This is an
und.lsqiplined couniry  at
war,” "sald & highranking
U.S. pacificatlon  official’
“and Pheenix iz about what'
you'd have to expuet.”
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